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ach year new families reach out to Family Support Hawaii 

for services. First one, then two, and in less than a year, 

over 900 new families have received services from our 

programs this year. Our Early Head Start, Early Identification, 

Early Intervention, and Home Visiting programs are vital to 

preparing keiki for success in education and life. Our Fatherhood 

Initiative has been instrumental in strengthening the ability of men 

in the community to build strong bonds between father and child.  

When families and individuals improve their lives and become 

stronger, it is our hope that they will no longer need our services 

because they can maintain their positive changes without our 

support. We are committed to helping families build their own 

capacity to be successful so the gains they make will be 

sustained into the future, and in turn build a stronger community. 

Please take a moment to read the success stories from our 

programs.  

I want to express my sincerest appreciation to our dedicated staff 

and volunteers. Mahalo to our Board Members for their hours of 

service and contributions. Each year Family Support Hawaii 

reaches out to the community to ask for support, and each year 

we are blessed by the generous support from our donors. YOU 

make the difference in helping us fulfill our mission “to support 

families and communities in providing love and care for our 

children.”  On behalf of our families, employees, and Board of 

Directors, we sincerely thank you for your continued support.  
Ray Wofford, Executive Director 

Our annual reports are published and made publicly available on our website. We invite you to 
visit www.familysupporthawaii.org/about-us/annual-reports/ to access detailed insights into our 
yearly achievements, initiatives, and financial transparency. 
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Home Visiting Services 
     HVS continues to provide parenting 

support for families working with Child 

Welfare Services, Voluntary Case 

Management, and Family Strengthening 

Services. Over the past few years, HVS 

staff have become more skilled in 

implementing the Parents As Teachers 

(PAT) model. The PAT model has been 

shown to produce positive benefits, 

including a reduction in child maltreatment, 

improved school readiness, and better 

health outcomes. From the first meeting, 

we make parents feel seen and heard, 

using compassionate language to reassure 

them that their children are in good hands. 

Our friendly home visitors encourage 

parents to stay positive and overcome 

obstacles. Over the past year, the HVS 

program has seen increased client interest 

in group connections, allowing HVS staff to 

play a larger role in planning and executing 

Early Head Start’s monthly family 

socializations with the Parents As Teachers 

model, furthering our commitment to PAT. 

HVS collaborates with Early Intervention, 

Fatherhood Initiative, and EHS to meet 

clients' specific needs. This partnership, 

alongside the Parents As Teachers model, 

aims to enhance children's health, safety, 

and kindergarten readiness. By focusing on 

the present and looking to the future, HVS 

is building a foundation for joyful children, 

thriving families, and a strong community. 

hvs.info@fsswh.org 

 

Fatherhood Initiative 
     According to the US Census Bureau, 1 

in 4 children live without a father. Children 

growing up without a biological, step, or 

adoptive father in the home are at greater 

risk of poverty, obesity, behavior problems, 

dropping out of high school, drug abuse 

and other negative outcomes. Research 

shows that fathers are just as important to a 

child’s emotional, psychological, and 

physical well-being as mothers. The 

Fatherhood Initiative is focused on 

engaging fathers with their children and 

significant others. The program brings 

fathers together to share with each other 

their stories and provide peer support. 

Fathers learn techniques to cope with 

stress, relationships, and conflict. Some 

fathers came into the program at risk of 

losing visitation rights with their children. 

They felt alone and believed that the 

system was working against them. With the 

support of their peers, they were able to 

understand and navigate the requirements 

of family court and develop positive 

relationships with the mothers of their 

children, allowing them the opportunity to 

be a regular part of their children’s lives. 

fatherhood@fsswh.org 

 

Early Intervention 
     In Kona and North Hawaii, early 

intervention services, through the state’s 

Department of Health, is crucial for infants 

and toddlers with developmental delays or 

at risk for delays. Medical conditions, 

trauma, or negative experiences can impact 

a child’s development; therefore, the earlier 

we identify these concerns and connect a 

child to services, the better the outcome for 

children and their families. We constantly 

have to adjust and be creative in how we 

could engage a family in a meaningful way 

who needed our support. We are grateful 

for the community resources offered and 

provided to families during these most 

difficult times. We look forward to 

continuing to collaborate with our 

community partners and local families. 

eis.info@fsswh.org 

 

Early Head Start 
     EHS’s Continuous Quality Improvement 

(CQI) program is boosting the quality of 

home-visiting and center-based care. A 

2023 assessment revealed a high demand 

for infant and toddler care, leading to a new 

center in Kealakekua. This center will 

increase enrollment from six to twelve 

children, catering to working or studying 

parents. Renovations and licensing are 

underway. EHS has adopted the Parents 

as Teachers (PAT) curriculum in its home-

based program. This approach supports 

parents as their child's first and most 

important teachers, focusing on parent-

child interaction and understanding 

developmental stages for optimal learning 

and growth. The five-year goals of the EHS 

program prioritize the well-being of children 

and families, focusing on physical 

movement and nutrition. These are 

integrated into classroom activities, weekly 

home visits, and bi-monthly socialization 

groups. Recently, a socialization event at a 

Holualoa sharing garden allowed families to 

explore and learn about local produce. Staff 

well-being is also emphasized with 

activities like pickleball lessons, walking 

groups, and a kickball tournament. The 

program provides resources and referrals 

for high-quality health, early childhood 

education, and family development 

services locally and statewide. With 

supplemental funding, EHS is boosting 

transportation services, STEAM 

experiences, and parenting groups in 

partnership with Family Hui. A recent grant 

will enhance data support for more 

meaningful program use. Grateful for the 

ongoing support from families, staff, and 

community partners. ehs.info@fsswh.org 
 

School Readiness 

     EHS provides quality educational 

experiences through center-based and 

home-based services to pregnant women 

and children from birth to three years old. 

The foundations for school readiness begin 
in pregnancy and continue for the first three 

years. The foundational nature of 

developing skills, knowledge, and attitudes 

in the infant and toddler years is necessary 

for success in school and for later learning 

and life. The program uses a curriculum 

and assessment system aligned with the 

Head Start Child Development and Early 

Learning Framework, the EHS Child 

Outcomes for Birth-Three, and the Hawaii 

Early Learning and Development 

Standards.  

     During the 2024-2025 program year, the 

program transitioned to Parents as 

Teachers for our home-based curriculum.  

The PAT approach partners, facilitates, and 

mailto:fatherhood@fsswh.org





